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The in'quity of the houſe of Iſrael and Judah is exceeding great; and 


the land is ſull of blood, and the city full of perverſeneſs. 
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Venit ſumma dies et incluQtabile tempus 

Dardauiæ. Fuimus Troës; fuit Iliu n, et ingens 
Gloria Teucrorum : ferus omnia Jupiter Argos 
Transtulit, 
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TE author of this Addreſs is a Prelate of 
high and deſerved reputation; a Prelate, emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed among his contempora- 
ry academics *, for acquired endowments and 
native vigour of underſtanding, nor leſs con- 
ſpicuous asa theologian and philolopher among 
his countrymen at large. It is neither my prac- 
tice, nor my propenſity, to think or to ſpeak of 
ſuch men, but with the language of deference 
and the ſentiments of veneration. I muſt be 
excuſed however, from the paramount and 
antecedent reverence which I owe to TRUTH 
and PATRIOTISM, if I feel myſelf compelled 


* Exari GT: Pavwy d- 


roy e d. Pix p. 


A 2 


— —ä64W —e— — 
— ——— 


r FL 


— 


— — — 
___—_— = 
<F= — 

— — 


— nmr 
a — nts os 9 — — 


. ˙— Tn 


: ts > 
to declare an abſolute diſſatisfaction with the 
political opinions of this writer, and if I ven- 
ture to ſuggeſt at the ſame time a preſumption 
of juſter conceptions on theſe points from a 
mediocrity of talents in my ſituation, than 
from the moſt pre-eminent abilities in 42s K. 
Our minds are inevitably and imperceptibly 
influenced by the contact of ſurrounding cir- 


cumſtances; and our convictions and our rea- 


ſonings can no more eſcape the aſſociations 
conſequent on external ſtation, than our bo- 
dily conſtitutions can refuſe to ſympathiſe 
with the climate and the atmoſphere under 
which we live. By an eſſential alteration in 
the preſent ſyſtem of our government, if the 


reſult of foreign invaſion or inteſtine anar- 


chy, the Biſhop of Landaff would loſe im- 


* Rarus enim ferme ſenſus communis in illa 
Fortuni, Juvenal, viii. 73. 


Where by ſenſus communis I underſtand that ſort of equal 


ſympathy which can only reſalt from unawed and unobſtruced 


communications with the profanum vulgus, or ſwiniſh multi- 
tude : an advantage utterly incompatible with dignified ſta. 


tions, Compare Quintilian, lib. i. cap. 2. p. 30. ed. Burm. 
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mediately all his ecclefa/tical offices at leaſt; 
whole emoluments, if not exorbitant, appear 
very conſiderable in the eſtimation of one, 
who would think all his exertion in the cauſe 
of literature amply remunerated by a ſhth part 
of their annual production. He would loſe 
alſo the proſpe&t of advancement in the 
Church; a proſpect, in his caſe, unavoidably 
brilliant and conſpicuous, for reaſons very ho- 
nourable to himſelf; becauſe no man has a 
better title to a higher ſee, from his abilities ; 
nor (in my judgement) is there a ſingle Pre- 
late on the bench, who would adorn the moſt 
elevated preferment more. The ſame effects 
would, I think, eventually take place, (this may 
be cenſured as an imprudent intimation, but 
truth and integrity will enter into no compoſi- 
tion with a temporiſing policy) the ſame ef- 
fects, I ſay, would finally reſult, though by a 
ſecure and tranquil proceſs, from a radical re- 
formation in the repreſentative part of our 
conſtitution. Can we then rationally expect, 
that the penſionaries of Church and State 
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{koutd. view, with a ſuitable diſcrimination 
and a clear diſintereſtedneſs, the imperfections 
of our eſtabliſhment, or profeſs themſelves 
friendly to meaſures, which may remove that 
foundation on which they ſtand 2 Certainly, 
a ſyſtem with all it's corruptions * muſt neceſ- 
farily appear more eligible to men ſo ſituated, 
than the dangerous alternative of reforma- 
tion; which may be well compared to the 
growing phantom of the poet: — 

Fama, malum quo non aliud velocius ullum, 

Mobilitate viget, viresque acquirit eundo; 


Parva metu primo, mox ſeſe attollit in auras, 


Ingrediturque ſolo, et caput inter nubila condit. 


But Þ what are the hopes and fears of an 


* ——— veterem cum totà ærugine follem. Jvuy. 


+ In the mean time, I muſt remark in paſling, the total 
ſubverſion of our eccleſiaſtical and civil polity, as a natural 
and certain operation of the preſent adminiſtration, is ſo ob- 
vious as to appear incapable of eſcaping the moſt heedleſs ob- 
ſerver ; and that by a horrible and ſudden deſolation; where- 


as the changes of reformation would be no precipitation from 


gn eminence, but an ealy and gradual deſcent to a proper 


he at 
humble citizen, like myſelf, in the preſent 
criſis? On the one hand, with a continu» 
ance of our moſt happy conſtitution in Church 
and State, our portion 1s, the ſure abhorrence 
of all good churchmen, amidſt an unwearied 
aſſertion of chriſtianity in our writings and 
our life; perſecution, and probably impriſon- 
ment, or even military execution in no long 
time hence, if we preſume to aſſert the una- 
lienable privilege of independent man in an 
open declaration of our ſentiments; or, at 
beſt, an abſolute inſulation, through legal ty- 
ranny or popular opprobrium, from the rea- 
ſonable benefits of ſociety : 1n ſhort, letters 
and philolophy, with negle& and poverty, 
muſt be our lot. On the other hand, from 
a ſubverſion of the government by foreign 


or domeſtic violence, our portion would be, 


level, Why this inſanity then of perſevering in a ſupport of 


the preſent meaſures ? 


Why, but to fink beneath Misfortune's blow, 
With louder ruin, to the gulphs below? 


4, 
A fearful expectation of thoſe tremendous 
evils, which appear to no man more formi- 
dable, than to the ſequeſtered ſtudent, whoſe 
dear delight is peace; which appear to no 
man more formidable, than to the genuine 
profeſſor of the goſpel, who contemplates an 
inſtigator of war, with his aſſociates and abet- 
tors, as an incarnate Satan in the pandzmo- 
nium of infernal ſpirits. Which then, of 
the two, is more likely to pronounce a right 
judgement on the preſent poſture of affairs? 
He, who has much to dread, with but diſtant 
and precarious hopes from a change of ſy- 
ſtem ; or he, whoſe emoluments as an eccle- 
ſiaſtic, and conſequence as a privileged man, 
are inſeparably blended with the preſent ad- 
miniſtration of this country? Certainly, the 
propoſed queſtion may exhibit itſelf to one, 
as a neutral poſition of general utility and 
public happineſs ; but can hardly fail to be 
blended by the other with an adulterated in- 
fuſion of perjoral accommodation and preſent 


intereſt not becauſe the individual is de- 


1 


fective, but becauſe motives muſt operate, 


and Nature is immutable. 


After theſe premiſes, I proceed to diſcuſs 
ſome leading principles of the Addreſs be- 
fore me ; and if, in conformity to the impe- 
rious dictates of unſophiſticated Reaſon and 
the undiſguiſed frankneſs of my own temper, 
I ſhould appear to ſhew more reſpect to in- 
trinſic preponderancies than to diſtinctions 
merely accidental, and ſhould fink the pre- 
late in the politician; let no reader miſtake 
honeſt zeal for petulant intemperance, or ſup- 
poſe me capable for a moment of any feelings 
but thoſe of pure benevolence and high eſteem 
for my illuſtrious opponent. The times are 
critical beyond all example of former ages. 
The ſocial fabrics of other days are either 
ſhaking from their foundations or crumbling 
intoduſt. The public ear muſt endure to vibrate 
with an inceſſant application of wholeſome, 


but momentous, doctrine. Lenitives have 


been long tried in vain : the wound refuſeth to 
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bs healed. Bring forth the cauſtic and the 
| knife; or the man is loſt for ever. 


—— 8 Tp05 iαντνο H 
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« My fellow-countrymen, | 
„ THE ſentiments which I ſhall, in this 
* addreſs, take the liberty of ſtating to you 
© on ſome intereſting points, will, I hope, 


% meet with your candid attention; if not 


« from their worth, from the conſideration 
6 that they are the ſentiments of an inde- 


« pendent man.” P. 1, 


Undoubtedly, if the conteſt be preſumed 
to ſubſiſt between one miniſtry and another, 
the Biſhop of Landaff may be deemed, as 
much as any man ſimilarly ſituated, an inde- 
pendent man. But in a more extended view 
of this appellation, and agreeably to ſome 
remarks already advanced in the preceding 
pages, this independence cannot be ſo eaſily 


conceded to him. For in fact, very fortunate- 


E 

ly for the cauſe of liberty and human hap- 
pineſs, the competition is no longer partial 
and unimportant, between 729 parties in and 
out of place, but is become a conteſt of prin- 
ciples, of a general and moſt intereſting kind, 
between Cox RUF TION and REFORMATION: 
The preſent miniſtry, therefore, and the ab- 
uſes in Church and State, are indiviſibly inter- 
woven with each other; and every man alive, 
who profits by theſe enormous inequali- 
ties, can by no means be eſteemed indepen- 
dent, but muſt be conſidered in the eye of 
reaſon as an intereſted ſupporter of our exiſt- 
ing forms: forms which I, with many others, 
regard as utterly inconſiſtent with the true 
welfare of the community. A main argu- 
ment for the veracity of the firſt Chtiſtian 
preachers is conſtructed on the oppoſition of 
their conduct to their worldly intereſt. Is 
the evidence of an eccleſiaſtical dignitary 
in our church ſtamped with the ſame mark 
of authenticity in it's favour ? 
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« A new ſyſtem of finance has this year 
« been introduced; and I fairly own it has 
my approbation as far as it goes. P. 2. 
Abſtractedly conſidered, it is a juſt and 


wiſe meaſure to raiſe within the year the ex- 


pences of that year; and, if this equitable 


plan had always been found neceſlary, ſo 
many horrible wars would not have been 
carried on, nor would poſterity have groaned 
under the criminal oppreſſions of their ſan- 
guinary anceſtors. But this meaſure was 
not adopted by Mr. Pitt either for it's wiſ- 
dom, or it's juſtice ; but becauſe the funding 
ſcheme: can be purſued no longer, from an 
abſolute inability to raiſe the ſupplies of the 
year by any tax, that can be impoſed on an 
impoveriſhed and diſcontented people. In 
truth, miniſters begin to feel, that our expen- 
diture is that mill-ſtone, which will infallibly 
fink them and their ſyſtem together in per- 
dition: and it is very doubtful, whether 
their profligacy and inſanity have left political 


cc 


tt 
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ſalvation practicable to all the united wiſdom 
and virtue of the country. 


“ I lament, as every man muſt do, the ne- 
ceſſity of impoſing ſo heavy a burthen on 
the community; and, with a family of 
eight children, I mall feel its preſſure as 
much as moſt men: but I am ſo far from 
cenſuring the miniſter for having done ſo 
much, that I ſincerely wiſh he had done a 
great deal more. In the preſent ſituation 
of Great Britain, and of Europe, palliatives 
are of no uſe, half-meaſures cannot ſave us: 
Inſtead of calling for a tenth of a man's 


income, I wiſh the miniſter had called for 


a tenth or for ſuch other portion of every 


man's whole property as would have en- 
abled him not merely to make a temporary 
proviſion for the war, but to have paid off, 
in a few years, the whole or the greateſt 
part of the national debt.“ P. 2. 
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A ſtrange ſtatement indeed, from a man of 
ſo much good ſenſe and ſagacity 


a Kun KuxXwp, T% rag prag ehr EH It 


Let me expoſe the fallacy of this reaſoning 
by a very prompt intelligible inſtance; which 
will apply alſo much more cogently in the 
caſe of property, than of income. 


The biſhop of Landaff and myſelf have 
been brought up, though at different periods; 
in the ſame place and the ſame diſcipline: our 
early ſtudies, our views, our habits, and our 
connections, were much alike. I profeſs my- 
ſelf to fcel as ſenſible a reliſh for the real 
comforts and conveniences of life, as he can 
feel. Suppoſe now, my income to be {.200, 
and his {.2000. I with my /x children can 
furniſh ourſelves with no more than the actual 
neceſſaries of food, raiment, and habitation, 
with our reſources. Take from me a tenth part 


of this income, and you diſtreſs me beyond 


deſcription: exact from him in the ſame pro- 
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portion, and you abridge nothing but extra- 
vagant ſuperfluity, or immoderate accumu- 
lation. He has his remedy in retrenchment 
without the loſs of a ſingle comfort. The 
caſe would admit of a much more impreſſi ve 
ſtatement to the diſadvantage of the Biſhop's 
argument, if I had not ſaid enough already to 
evince it's extreme erroneouſneſs to the moſt 
ſuperficial underſtanding. 


* When all the members of a community 


are proportionably 'reduced, the relation 


between the individuals, as to the quantum 


cc 
66 


e 


cc 


of each man's property, remaining unal- 
tered, the individuals themſelves will feel 
no clevation or depreſſion in the ſcale of 
« ſociety. When all the foundations of a 
“great building fink uniformly, the ſymme- 
e try of the parts is not injured; the preſ- 
te ſure on each member remains as it was; 
* no rupture is made: the building will not 
5 be ſo lofty, but it may ſtand on a better 
bottom. PP. 3—4. 
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| The compariſon is elegant and ingenious, 
but not appoſite to the Biſhop's inference in 
ſome trivial particulars, For alas! the ground- 
floor of this grand and ſtable edifice, where 
myſelf, and my meſs-mates of the feormiſh 
multitude, were regaling ourſelves, as well as 
exiſting circumſtances would poſhbly admit, on 
our cheeſe-parings and candles ends; our 
ground-floor, I ſay, is ſunk for ever in 
damps and darkneſs; only to make, for- 
ſooth! a more firm foundation for our ariſ- 
tocratical and prelatical ſuperiors, who are 
friſking and feaſting in the upper-rooms 
with unalloyed glee and their cuſtomary un- 
concern. And this, I apprehend, is preciſely 
the caſe with theſe exorbitant Jacobinical 
requiſitions of the miniſter. Whilſt the high- 
er orders feel no inconvenience from the 
preſſure, thoſe, who live by the expenditure 
of ſociety and their own perſonal exertions, 
are ground to powder. 


„J have lately converſed with a variety of 
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«© men, in different ſtations, and in different 


60 parts of the kingdom, aid have ſcarcely 


% met with one among the landed gentry, 
and with none among the manufaQurers, 
& tradeſmen, fatrmers, and artificers of the 
e country, who has not declared that he had 
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much rather pay his portion of the princi- 
© pal of the national debt, than be harraſſed 
* with the taxes deſtined for the payment of 
the intereſt of it.” p. 6. 
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Indeed! Why, the generality of people; 
ſpecified in this deſcription, have no ſuch por- 
tion in their power: no hoard, no ſecret ſtock, 
to draw from. Their income is ſucceſſive, 
and precarious, We can contrive, but with 
difficulty, peradventure, to furniſh a guinea 
for each month; but if you come upon us 


for twelve guineas, in a maſs, we have them 


not. But, if this be true of income, how much 


more of property ? 


I proteſt ſolemnly, when I obſerve what 


C 


= = VIE) 2 7 
8 n ML 


( 18 ) 


ſeems to me ſuch. abſolute. ignorance of the 


| Nate of ſociety i in this country, and ſuch out- 


rageous defiance of the moſt notorious facts, 
I begin to doubt whether my ideas be not ab- 


ſolutely bewildered, and my intellect eſſen- 


tially diſordered in it's functions; eſpecially, 
when I conſider the character of the writer: 
I conſole myſelf; however, under a conſciouſ- 
neſs of honeſt purpoſe, and a readineſs to re- 
tract any error, into which I may have fallen, 
with grateful acknowledgement to my cor- 


rector. 


Whatever doubts I formerly entertained, 
or (notwithſtanding all J have read or heard 
“on the ſubject) may {till entertain, either 
“ on the juſtice or the neceſſity of commenc- 
ing this war in which we are engaged, I 
« entertain none on the preſent neceſſity and 
« juſtice of continuing it. Under whatever 
„ circumſtances the war was begun, it is now 


become juſt; ſince the enemy has refuſed 


Cas) 


eto treat, on equitable terms, for the reſto»: 


* ration of peace.” Pp. 11. 


It requires the dexterity of no common ca- 
ſuiſt to decide after what conceſſions an inſo- 
lent aggreſſor, a ſanguinary combatant, and 
an implacable calumniator, may be permitted 
to pronounce his continued oppoſition to his 
adverſary juſt and neceſſary and I am ſure it 
is a very arduous undertaking for that gigan- 
tic criminal to arbitrate and decide with ri- 
gorous impartiality in his own caſe. But, 
without much retroſpective diſputation, I moſt 
peremptorily deny, that a fair trial has been 
made of the diſpoſition of the enemy ; and I 
aſſert in the moſt unqualified language, and 
upon the immovable aſſurance of human feel- 
ing, that no enemy whatſoever, ſimilarly cir- 
cumſtanced with the French, could be expe&- 
ed to diſcover a conciliatory diſpoſition to- 
wards the negotiators on the late occaſion, 
Now this is a very principal and intereſting 
topic, and well worthy a more minute exami- 
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nation, as involving moſt materially the main 
queſtion of ſaſtice and neceſſity, as to the point 
under contemplation. 

Let us ſee then, without claiming any ex- 
traordinary powers of penetration to ourſelves, 
whether it be not eaſy to ſuggeſt ſeveral ſtrong 
preſumptive arguments to evince, that mini- 


ſters not only were not ſincere, but in the na- 


ture of things, morally ſpeaking, could not 


poſſibly be fincere, in their overtures for peace: 
and fuch arguments, as, I truſt, will apply 
with irreſiſtible cogency to plain uncorrupted 
underſtandings. 


1. The acknowledged character of the two 
miniſterial leaders, one in each houſe of par- 
hament, for every thing that is ſelf-opinionated, 
arrogant, audacious, defamatory, and deſpoti- 
cal, renders in them a ſincere application for 
peace to men, whom they have inceſſantly 
holden up to univerſal deteſtation as the moſt 
horrible of monſters, all but an a&ual impaſſ- 


62 


bility. Daily experience informs us with 
unerring ſatisfaction, that theſe furious and 
imperious natures, without ſome very ſtrong 
countervailing intereſt, (but the intereſt of 
our corrupt and guilty miniſters is prolonged 
war) are never changed : and we ſee. in fact, 
from the late ſpeeches of the miniſtry, no a- 
batement of their virulence and animoſity; 
whillt the French continue the ſame. regicides 
and atheiſts as before. Implacable phrenzy, 
regular government, on one hand; indelible 
parricide, im pious diſorder, on the other; — 
can theſe unite, with cordiality and benevo- 
lent intention? I muſt inſiſt upon it, that no 


man, 
w py Epeves teens Z eng, | 


ſound in his intellects, and poſſeſſing the 
ſlighteſt acquaintance with human manners, 
can think ſuch an amicable aſſociation poſſi- 
ble. Beſides, is it to be endured, that our in- 
fatuation and intrigues ſhall force Holland in- 


to a cruſade againſt her intereſt, deliyer her 


EW 


up to an enraged enemy, and then from ſu- 


perabundant kindneſs ſtrip her of all the 
means of reſtoration to proſperity, her foreign 
ſettlements, and retain them, truly! for our 
own indemnification and aggrandiſement ? 
France will deſerve all the invectives, which 
the untameable tongue of lord Grenville has 


poured upon her, if ſhe does not oppoſe ſuch 


Fwindliog perhdy at the riſk even of her own 


exiſtence. | £ 


2. The eſtabliſhed conduct of theſe mini- 
ſters conſtitutes an indubitable proof of their 
ill faith in this tranſaction; and a proof de- 


duced alſo from the immutable operation of 


human paſſions. They have burthened the 


country with an immenſe overwhelming debt 


by an unexampled prodigality of the public 


money ; they have reduced thouſands and 
tens of thouſands to wretchedneſs and beg- 
gary; they have occaſioned a devaſtation of 


the human ſpecies infinitely tremendous be- 


yond the moſt mercileſs tyrants of ancient ot 


1 
modern times; the death of a fellow creature 
is no more to them, than the fall of an au- 
tumnal leaf in the pathleſs deſert; land and 
ſea is covered with the carcaſſes of their ſlain: 
— they, have engendered, ſham. plots, falſe 
alarms, and viſionary aſſaſſinations, for the 
purpoſes of deluding the unwary, and to e- 
ſtabliſh their own power by a military deſpo- 
tiſm, in due time, over England, like that, 
which now tramples bleeding Ireland to the 
earth: they have perſecuted unto death, they 
have exiled to the ends of the world, and they 
now empriſon with inconceivable rigour, (I 
ſpeak what I have ſeen and know) their fel- 
low- citizens, for trivial and venial offences, 
againſt every principle of conſtitutional law, 
pure juſtice, and ſound policy: —after a long 
courſe of theſe and other enormities, can ſuch 
men, I aſk, in an inſtant, become benevolent, 
pacific, haters of bloodſhed, and lovers of 
their country ? — Add not inſult to our ſuf- 
ferings. 
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3. Again: to diſcard from view every 


other conſideration, the miniſters muſt have 
expected, that the French, whom they have 
regarded as worſe than brutes, would: prove 


themſelves more than men, if they preſumed 


on a cordial negotiation on the part of the re- 
publie, with an adverſary who had ſo reviled 
her, and to whom ſhe juſtly referred, as their 
ultimate original, thoſe unparalleled calamities, 
that had deſolated her country with floods of 
Naughter. The miniſtry muſt have ſeen, for 
it was clear to the moſt ſuperficial obſervation, 
that the French, if they poſſeſſed intellects 
one degree above fatuity, would be ſenſible, 
that no peace with the Engliſh government, 
as now conducted, could be liberal, ſubſtan- 
tial, permanent; or any thing more, than a 
mere diſguiſed hoſtility, from an inability to 
execute it's purpoſes; ready to tear off the 
maſk on the firſt convenient oecaſion, that 
ſhould preſent itſelf. Who, I fay, but ideots, 
could expelt a candid and honeſt intercourſe 


in ſuch a negotiation on the part of the French 


( 25 ) 
republic ? It were an outrage to human feel- 


ing and univerſal experience to pretend it. 


4. The re-appointment of Lord Melmf- 
bury to that negotiation was in itſelf a grofs 
inſult to the French nation; and, as ſuch, an 
indubitable ſymptom of inſincerity on the 
part of the Engliſh miniſters. A detailed 
narrative of a private converſation, impreſſed 
with the cleareſt marks of exaggeration, ma- 


nagement, and diplomatic artifice, 


od FA" to make the worſe appear 


The better reaſon ; 


if it muſt not be ſtigmatiſed as a ſcandalous 
act of treachery, was at leaſt ſo ungracious 
and indecorous a ' diſcovery of confidential 
communication, as could not fail to render 
that nobleman peculiarly obnoxious to his 
opponents, and indeed muſt neceſſarily excite 
ſuſpicions in every calm obſerver, extremely 
diſreputable to the good faith of his em- 


ployers. 
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5. The tyrannical temper and the violent 


meaſures of the preſent adminiſtration, exem- 


plified by a tranſgreſſion of the liberal policy 


of our anceſtors and the confeſſed principles 


of conſtitutional freedom in ſuch numerous 


and momentous inſtances, form ſo great a 


contraſt to the free energies of republican 
equality, as will not allow me to ſuppoſe for 
a ſingle moment, that Mr. Pitt and his col- 
leagues entertained a ſincere wiſh of a hearty 
reconciliation. and friendly intercourſe with 
the French government, They muſt be ſen- 
ſible, how ſuch a commerce, ſooner or later, 


muſt diſſolve an uſurpation of power in which 


they have fenced themſelves by a copious ma- 
nufacture of their ſtaple commodity, - poſts 
and peerages; by a diffuſion of corrupt hu- 
mours through every vein of the body politic, 


even tothe evaneſcent ramifications of it's ca- 


pillary veſſels; and by a proſtitute majority 
of borough-mongers, loan jobbers, military 
officers, penfioners, and official ſycophants, 
in the lower houſe. Nay, through ſuch an 


[ 
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amplitude of circumference is their vicious 


and contaminating influence now propagated 
in every direction, that their power is irreſiſti- 
ble throughout the country, notwithſtanding 
all their miſcarriages and miſconduct; not- 
withſtanding their palpable inability and the 
acknowledged inefficacy of their meaſures: 
for I almoſt queſtion, whether a dozen men, 
at all diſtinguiſhed for intellect, and virtue, 
and political diſquiſition, who are at this hour 
the advocates of the preſent * can be 


Ga nd in Britain, 
From old Belerium to the northern main, 


not connected, in fact or expectancy, by them- 
ſelves or their relatives, with ſome, who depend 
on the emoluments of the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem ; 
as churchmen, officers in the army or navy, 
contractors, money-lenders, lawyers, or civil 
placemen. Is it for ſuch a crew to with and 
promote a pacific communication with the 
French republic ? The ſentiments of Achil- 
D 2 
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Jes to Hector muſt neceſſarily be the ſenti- 


ments of ſuch governments to each other : 


Deteſted as thou art, and ought to be, 

Nor oath, nor pact, Achilles plights with thee : 

Such pacts as lambs and rabid wolves combine, 

Such leagues as men and furious lions join, 

To ſuch I call the gods ! one conſtant ſtate 

Of laſting rancour and eternal hate: 

No thought but rage, and never-ceaſing ſtrife, 

Till death extinguiſh rage, and thought, and life. 

Popz's Iliad, xxii. 335. 
6. Laſtly, that recovery from ſo profound a 

ſtupefaction, which an intercourſe with 
France, in union with a reflection on the mi- 
ſeries of an unneceſſary, ruinous, and fruit- 
leſs war, in addition to that dreadful diſcloſure 
of the real ſtate of our finances, muſt indu- 
bitably effect on every rank of people in this 
country, makes a continuance of the preſent 
miniſters in office, after a general pacification, 
the higheſt improbability imaginable. That 
gigantie monſter of miniſterial depravity, who 


has ſtalked abroad with ſuch effrontery, and 


inſolently defied the loud bluſterings of mar- 


* 

tial conflict, will be certainly diveſted of his 
cloak by the gentle, but ſearching, energies of 
peace. How then can they be ſuppoſed deſi- 
rous to accelerate that period, when they ſhall 
be defpoiled of their power, and left naked to 
popular indignation, after ſo long and unbri- 
dled a career of wickedneſs, and ſuch a multi- 
tude of enormous crimes? Fallen arrogance 
excites no compaſſion: diſcarded favourites 
have no friend : 


W here'er they turn, they meet a ſtranger's eye : 
Their ſuppliants ſcorn them, and their followers fly, 


So ju/? and neceſſary is this war! 


15 And, were thete even a bridge over the 
© channel, France durſt not make an incur- 
„ ſion with half her numbers. She knows 
% how ready her neighbours would be to re- 
** venge the injuries they have ſuſtained, — 
« how ready her own citizens would be to re- 
„gain the bleſſings they have loſt, could 
they once ſee all her forces occupied in a 


t diſtant country. p. 13. 
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If chis feat were indeed accompliſhed, 


* 


and the mole immenſe wrought on 


Over the foaming dgep high-arch'd, a bridge 
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Of length prodigious; 


the moſt ſanguine wiſhes of the republicans 
would be gratified. The folicitude, I trow, 
of Buonaparte and his columns (unrivalled ! 
captain] unconquerable heroes !) does not 
turn upon * what numbers we ſhould op- 
; poſe againſt him,” but “ how he can get at 
ws.” No great expectation will be formed of 
Engliſh proweſs on it's. own ground, with all 
our ſwaggering pretenſions, by thoſe who re- 
collect the adventures of about gooo raga- 
muffin breechleſs loons from Scotland, but a 
few years ago. I hough the Biſhop of Lan- 
daff will prove, doubt not, a ſecond Ulyſſes 
at the leaſt, too many of us, I fear, will alas! 
reſemble the Satyrs ind Euripides, who had 
made loud and boaſtful profeſſion of their 
readineſs to aſſiſt the hero in burning the eye 
of Polyphemus, but miſerably failed in the- 


performance of their engagement, when the 
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hour of experiment was come. Do but 
« ſee,” ſays one: (a city 'light-horſeman) 


« what a long way I am off ! It is impoſſi- 


«© ble for me to reach him.”—* Oh! what 
« a ſudden lameneſs has ſeized my poor leg!“ 
ſays another: (a /#pplementary militia-man) 
Aye! and mine too!” ſays a third: (a vo- 
luntary cavalier} © A moſt unaccountable 
e ſpaſm began to contract my feet, juſt as 1 
« was ready.” * And thele eyes of mine,” 
exclaims another, (a provincaal afſociator 
are full of aſhes, from ſome inexplicable 
&« cauſe or other,” © The truth is, ſaid a 
fifth (a life-and-fortune man) * it is a gene- 
*« rous compaſſion for our Se that ſuggeſts 
« theſe excuſes; but I am acquainted with a 


co 


charm of Orpheus, a moſt admirable ſpe- 


&« cific! which will teach the brand how to 


cc 


march at once of it's own accord, and put 


„ out his eye!“ 


In ſhort, this gay flouriſh of the ſpirited 


Biſhop reminds one of a fmilar bravado from 
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that moſt redoubtable and peerleſs captain, 
3 Lord Hawkſbury! 


(— auoguver), 8:54 xν,⁰9 9. 


Ye little ſtars, hide your diminiſh'd rays!) 


* 


and of his march to Paris: and I partly be- 
lieve, one would be as completely realiſed as 
the other. That we have ever been an over- 
match for the French, is aſcribable ſolely to a 
better government : but great indeed muſt that 
interval be, which moſt rapid advances in 
this direction, and a lamentable retrogreſſion 


in that, will not quickly render evaneſcent. 


But, however this may terminate, I conſider 
that inſinuation of the domineering terrors of 
the French army, and a ſecret willingneſs in 
a conſiderable part of the French nation, but 
for this reſtraint, 70 return to their vomit, hund 
reſtore royalty, as a viſion © through the ivory 
gate, a notion perfectly unſubſtantial, con- 
tradicted alike by the teſtimony of travellers, 
and undiſputed fact. It is moſt notorious, 


= 


that the armies of France have been the moſt 


ſtrenuous and in variable ſupporters of repub- 
licaniſm throughout the conflict. Now theſe 
armies were not, like our's, a collection of the 
vagabonds and outcaſts of ſociety, mere pro- 
fligate mercenaries, (the common men, I 
mean) but a ſelection from all orders of citi- 
zens by a rigorous requiſition; and of courſe 
may be regarded as an adequate and fair re- 
preſentative of the whole community. What 
then, I aſk, ſhould have hindered them from 
reinſtating monarchy, had they been ſo per- 
verſely inclined ? But nothing leſs was in the 
contemplation of theſe true patriots : 


— — quæ belua ruptis, 


Cum ſemel effugit, reddit ſe prava catenis ? 


« But if I were aſked, whether an equal 


% number of Engliſhmen would beat theſe | 


& conquerors of Italy, I would anſwer, as an 
« Engliſh ambaſſador anſwered a king of 
« Pruſſia, when, at a review of his forces, he 


E 


1 
. 
& aſked the ambaſſador, whether he thought 


e that an equal number of Engliſhmen could 


* 
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beat his Pruſſians.— I cannot tell, (repli- 
ed the ambaſſador) whether an equal num- 
= ber would beat them; but I am certain 
half the number would try.“ r. 1 5. 


The Auſtrian ſquadrons and Hungarian 
infantry, with whoſe martial character the fin- 
eſt troops of Britain, (not your ſupplementary 
militia and volunteer cavalry) in the opinion 
of thoſe troops themſelves at the ſiege of Va- 
tenciennes, could venture no compariſon 
they, I ſay, would peruſe, beyond all contro- 
verſy, this extravagance of national vanity 
with a ſmile of ineffable contempt : — how 
much more their conquerors ? Perſonal cou- 
rage is not wholly conſtitutional; but is a 
compound of native energy and habit, invi- 
gorated by a conſciouſneſs of ſuperior {kill 
and gloriqus exploits. But in theſe reſpects 


what nation can be put in competition with 


TW 1 
the French, whether of modern fame, or of 
ancient ſtopy ? 


« Many honeſt men, I am ſenſible, have 
© been alarmed into a belief, that were the 
French to invade this country, they would 
& be joined by great numbers of diſcontented 
© men. This is not my opinion.” pr. 
16—17. | 


On the contrary, I am fully ſatisfied, that, 
if the French could land a conſiderable army 
in this country, to the number, ſuppoſe, of 
60,000 or 70,000 men; (which, nevertheleſs, 
appears to me utterly impracticable, with our 
preſent naval ſuperiority) the kingdom would 
be loſt for ever. The ſame cauſe, which 
has facilitated the progreſs of the republicans 
on the continent, would operate as power- 
fully for them in this country alſo: namely, 
a degree of poverty and wretchedneſs in the 
lower orders of the community, which, eſpe- 


cially in their preſent ſtate of depravity and 
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Ignorance, will render the chances, even from 
confuſion, of any change deſirable. I be- 
lieve from my ſoul, that within three miles 


of the houſe, where I am writing theſe pages, 


there is a much greater number of ſtarving, 


miſerable human beings, the hopeleſs victims 
of penury and diſtreſs, than on any equal 
portion of ground through the habitable 
globe, A fable of our old friend Aſop is 
extremely appoſite on this occaſion ; which I 


ſhall preſent to the reader in the ſimple ſtile 


of Croxall ; - 


i 
Plain truth, dear Murray! needs no flowers of ſpeech ; 


So take it in the very words of Creech, 


THE SENSIBLE ASS. 


An old fellow was feeding an aſs in a fine 
green meadow ; and, being alarmed with the 
ſudden approach of the enemy, was impatient 
with the aſs to put himſelf forward, and fly 
with all the ſpeed that he was able. The 
aſs aſked him, Whether or no he thought the 


1 
enemy would clap two pair of panniers upon 
his back? The man ſaid, No; there was 
no fear of that. Why then, ſays the aſs, 
I will not ſtir an inch ; for what is it to me, 
who my maſter is, ſince I ſhall but carry my 
panniers, as uſual ? | 


The Application. 


This fable ſhews us, how much in the 
wrong the poorer ſort of people moſt com- 
monly are, when they are under any concern 
about the revolutions of a government. All 
the alteration, which they can feel, is, per- 
haps, in the name of their ſovereign, or ſome 
ſuch important trifle ; but they cannot well 
be poorer, or made to work harder than they 
did before. 


Thus far Dr. Croxall ! 


& Does it follow that there ought to be 
* no diſtinction in ſociety, with reſpect to 


# 
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& rank or riches, becauſe there are none in 
6 a ſtate of nature?” p. 37. 


It follows, I think, moſt unqueſtionably, 
that no diſtinctions in ſociety ſhould prevail, 
but what ariſe from perſonal merit and pub- 
lic ſervices. That the father s ' honours, 
which have been juſtly paid him, ſhould be 
regularly tranſmitted, in connection with va- 


rious privileges and immunities, to his unde- 


ſerving children, is a ſtupidity, I ſhould think, 


which few will be forward to defend. But fo 
circumſtanced are the ariſtocratical dignities 
of this country! Something, alas! beſides 
Virtue, is Nobility in England. An advocate 
for inequality like this ſhall receive no com- 
mendations at my hands. He deſerves well 
neither of Humanity nor the Goſpel. 


To the remarks of the Biſhop on the ſub- 
ject of religion, I beg leave, in the main, to 
ſubſcribe my teſtimony of concurrence and 


approbation, as far as they are explicit. On 


in 

| this ſubject he is more himſelf; and ſpeaks 
with that perſpicuity and frankneſs, which 
characteriſe all his writings. As to an ec- 
eleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment in alliance with the 
ſtate, or rather dependent on it, I conſider 
ſuch a confederacy as a monſtrous ſoleciſm in 
Chriſtian polity; — as, a fraudulent uſur- 
pation over that © liberty, with which Chriſt 
has made us free :**—as an impious proſti- 
tution of the ſimplicity and ſincerity of the 
Goſpel, a ſcheme of univerſal philanthropy 
and freedom, to ſecular and intereſted pur- 
poſes ; — in ſhort, as the prominent charac- 
_ teriſtic of that antichriſtian tyranny, which is 
now ripe for ſummary vengeance and eternal 
extirpation. I regard (to uſe great plainneſs 
of ſpeech) your Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans, 
Canons, Prebendaries, and all the muſter- 
roll of eccleſiaſtical ariſtocracy, as the deſpt- 
cable trumpery of prieſtcraft and ſuperſtition, 
and a grievous domination over the meek 
principles of evangelical ſobriety : but I am 
utterly incapable, as God is my witneſs! of 


( 49 ) 
the leaſt diſaffection to the perſons of theſe 
churchmen, or of the lighteſt wiſh*to injure 


them, becauſe their opinions are not conſo- 
nant to mine. All I want, is a reciprocal 
indulgence to my perſon and perſuaſions: an 
indulgence, which is ſeldom ſhewn. This 
I know : a plentiful harveſt of unbelievers 
will continue to be reaped, whilſt Chriſtiani- 
ty is ſo taught, ſo practiſed, and ſo believed. I 
ſhould entertain far better hopes of leading a 
French infidel to accept the pure religion of 
the ſcriptures, than a bigotted ſuperſtitious 
Churchman. One is indeed much nearer to 
the truth, than is the other. Conviction may 
be produced in leſs time, than prejudices can 
be untaught, and evil conceptions eradicated 
from the underſtanding ; which would then 
be in the ſituation only, after all, of an inge- 
nuous infidel, who had enjoyed no opportu- 
nities of contemplating the revelation of 
Jeſus in her native beauty. I prefer neu- 
trality to prepoſſeſſion, docility to conceit. 


The taſk of unl-arning is much more arduous 


6 


G64 
than that of direct inſtrudtion. Timotheus, à 


moſt eminent performer on the flute, contem- 


porary with Philip and Alexander, was ac- 
cuſtomed, we are told, (Quintil. inſtt. ii. 3. 
ed. Burm. ) to require a double prite from 
thoſe pupils, who had been diſciplined by a 
formet maſter. Men, who receive emolu- 
ments under a church eſtabliſhment, may be 
as ſincere believers as they pleaſe; but they 
have no right to demand from others an ac- 
ceptance of their own conviction as difinter- 
eſted and independent teſtimony. Reaſon 
reſiſts their plea. The nature of things is 
not to be changed or reverſed for their credit 
and accommodation: and the good ſenſe of 
mankind will demur at an appeal to ſuch ad- 
vocates of revelation to the end of time. 
Thou ſhalt take no gift ; for a gift blindeth the 
eyes of the wiſe, and perverteth the words of 
the righteous. 


* am not altogether inſenſible of the dan- 
«« ger I may have incurred, (ſhould matters 


F 
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| 7 a 
come to extremity) by thus publicly addreſſ- 
ing my countrymen. I might have con- 


cealed my ſentiments, and waited in re- 


tirement, till the ſtruggle had been over, 


and the iſſue known; but I'diſdain ſafety 
accompanied with diſhonour. When Han- 


nibal is at the gates, who but a poltroon 


would liſten to the timid counſels of neu- 


trality, or attempt to ſcreen himſelf from 


the calamity coming on his country, by 


ſkulking as a vagabond amid the moun- 


tains of Wales or of Weſtmoreland? I am 
ready, and I am perſuaded that I entertain 
a juſt confidence in ſaying, that hundreds 


of thouſands of loyal and honeſt men are 


as ready as I am, to hazard every thing in 


defence of the country.“ pp. 41—42. 


On a ſubject of this kind, a man can only 


undertake to anſwer for himſelf; and I feel 
no difficulty in ſaying for myſelf, that I am 
not one of theſe © hundreds of thouſands” ſo 


very loyal and ſo very honeſt, as the Bi- 
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ſhop of Landaff. My life and my books are 


all the perſonalties, that I value: and neither 
of them (for I have not taſted /otus) ſhall be 
hazarded in defence of the preſent admini- 
ſtration. If the French come, they ſhall find 
me at my poſt, a watchful centinel in my 
proper box, MY $TUDY, among the vene- 
rable dead: ſometimes inveſtigating the ori- 
gin of man and primæval hiſtory, by turning 
the dark lanthern of heathen records, or trim- 

ming the everlaſting lamp of Moſes :' ſome- 
times muſing with the divine profeſſors of 
the tuneful art, on ſubjects of taſte and fancy; 
and ſometimes meditating with the men of 
Galilee on mortality and immortality. No 
ſyſtems of the many made for one, nozeal 
in fupport of frontleſs corruption and © every 
evil work,” ſhall dip my hands in the blood 


of MEN ! 


Non res Romanæ, perituraque regna —, 


Let thoſe, who have an intereſt in theſe 


fooleries and fins ; let thoſe, who have brought 
| vs 
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us to this moſt alarming criſis, — ſtep forwards 


in the day of danger, and fight the battles of | 


their Baal and their Mammon: let thefe, I 
ſay, buckle on their panoply in defence of 
monarchy againſt republicaniſm, and ſtand up 
for domeſtic robbers againſt a foreign ſpoiler. 
We, ns of peace, or ſee, or think we fee, 
a gleam of glory through the miſt, which now 
envelops our horizon. Great revolutions are 
accompliſhing : a general fermentation is 


working for the purpoſe of general refinement 
through the univerſe : 


' 


incipiunt magni procedere menſes, 
. 

We will wait the event,“ through evil re- 
* port and good report,” in defiance of pe- 
nalties and pains, of perſecutions, impriſon- 
ments, and deaths; with trembling hope, 
but with a firm and tranquil reſignation. 
Know now, whether this be thy ſon's coat, or 
not. A miniſter and believer of the goſpel 
ſhould be well aſſured of the rectitude of his 


cauſe, before he becomes cruſader under the 
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pretended banners of order and religion. If 
I ſaw a government, whether monarchical or 
republican, devoted ſolely to the moral and 
intellectual melioration of it's fubjeRs, ſtea- 
dily and ſyſtematically bent on the promotion 
of their temporal comfort and aceommodation 
by beneficent and equal laws; that govern- 
ment ſhould find me as zealous and uniform 
in its ſupport, as the moſt forward of it's 
champions: but, when I ſee all conſideration 
of the public welfare ſwallowed up in a domi- 
neering profligacy, venality, and ſelfiſhneſs; 
when I behold the moſt hideous crimes dar- 
ingly perpetrated under the pretence of pre- 
ſerving regularity and ſubordination; when 
1 fee Religion employed as a ſtate engine of 
deſpotiſm and murder by a ſet of men, who 
are worſe than heathens and infidels in their 
lives :—when I obſerve theſe, and other enor- 
mities, which the time would fail me to enu- 
merate, committed without ſeruple and with- 
out remorſe, to maintain forſooth ! a degene- 


rate conſtitution of ideal excellence and prac- 


, 
4 OED ARDCOPRER —— — 


( 46 ) 


tical depravity and am called upon to defend 


it againſt invaders: — I revolt at ſuch an au- 
dacious impoſition, and pity the underſtand- 
ing, that can he duped by ſuch deſpicable 


artifiee. I know the difference between 


chriſtianity and ſecularity — between vice and 


virtue - between public bleſſings and national 


calamities — between peculation and patriot- 


iſm — between freedom and coercion — be- 
tween fimple uncoſtly juſtice and ruinous 
law-chicanery — between liberal religion and 
a venal creed — between fancies and realities, 
— as well as the generality of my ſuperiours 


in rank and ſtation. 


I have now animadverted, as far ag 1 
thought ſuſſicient, but with ſtudied lenity and 
a perpetual repreſſion of my feelings from a 
conſideration of the diſtinguiſhed character, 
whom ] oppoſe, on ſome exceptionable poſi- 
tions of a very exceptionable publication, emi- 
nently adapted to confirm and quicken in 


their inſane career the moſt peſtilential mini- 
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ſtry ever commiſſioned by the wrath of Hea- 


ven to fink a great, but guilty, nation in the 
gulph of diſgrace and mifery. I wiſh our au- 
thor had rather found himſelf impelled by 
the pacific dictates of our religlon to breathe 
the notes of ſuppreſſion and retreat to theſe 


wild incendiaries, than ſound the clarion of 


hoſtility and perſeverance. Surely lenitives, 


not ſtimulants, were the proper application 


to their ſtate of irritability and inflammation : 
| ſurely their impetuoſity demanded the bridle 
of Theopompus to reſtrain, not the goad of 
Ephorus to impel. But the Biſhop himſelf 
muſt look to this. He will neither ſtand, 


nor fall, by my ſentence. Before I conclude, 


however, let me be permitted to ſubmit an 


expedient, which appears to my mind much 


more rational in itſelf, than the propoſitions 


ſuggeſted in his pamphlet; and not leſs in uni- 
ſon, I think, with the mild ſpirit and explicit 
dictates of the founder of our faith. 


If the French republic ſhould continue firm 
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and faithful to itſelf, there exiſts not, I be⸗ 
lieve, a thinking man in theſe kingdoms, 
who can perſuade himſelf of a poſſible re- 
demption to this country, on a ſuppoſition of 
a much longer continuance of the war. Now 
this war is hopeleſs: for in what quarter are 
the French vulnerable by us? And the enor- 
mity of our expenditure from a perpetual 
ſtate of complete preparation to reſiſt the me- 
naced invaſion, that I may omit to mention a 
boundleſs prodigality throughout every de- 
partment of public office, is daily operating 
with aggravated and reſiſtleſs preſſure. Is it 
not fatuity then, is it not madneſs, for the na- 
tion at large to acquieice in meaſures, which 
abſolutely leave our deſtruction in the power 
of our enemies without the neceſſity of land- 


ing a ſingle ſoldier on our coaſts? And who 


are benefite by this frantic procedure, but a 
few greedy, obſtinate, baffled, tyrannical, and 
ſanguinary men in office ; the ſcourge of this 


nation, and the contempt of Europe ? 


— — — —- — — or re te 
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© But the animoſity of the French is im- 
* placable. They are immovably determin- 
„ ed on our deſtruction. They will make 
peace on no conditions, which ought to be 
« accepted by Great-Britain.”— All this 1 
abſolutely deny, by maintaining, that no pro- 
per experiment has been made; and no man 
can put in his claim to demand belief from 
me to a mere aſſertion without proof. Vou 
have indeed ſolicited a negotiation; but 
through the medium of men, whom it is xor 
POSSIBLE for the French to think ſincere, or 
to regard as friends. Change your miniſtry; 
reſtore your conſtitution, correct your abuſes, 
and calm your ſpirit : then (and ſurely they, 
who have been ſucceſsful in their predictions 
through all this conflict, have more reaſon to 


expect attention to their opinions, than thoſe 


who have been invariably wrong ;) then, I fay, 
ſolicit peace; and, take my word for it, the 
French republic, fo far from infiſting on any 
conceſſions of humiliation and diſgrace, will 


come forwards to embrace you, will eagerly 
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accept your friendſhip, and be proud of a con- 
nection with the firſt people in the univerſe. 


Should I be miſtaken in this event, and have 


formed a wrong judgement of their temper 
and deſigns, ſtill the good effect of this advice 
will be an ineſtimable acquiſition, A vigorous 
and generous, UNANIMIT x among ourſelves, 
But, untill this alternative has been adopted, 
untill this experiment has been made, I muſt 
inſiſt, that the pertinacious aſſeveration of the 
impracticability of peace is a proof of intolera- 
ble, ſhameleſs impudence; a mere ſtratagem 
of intereſt, and impoſture: I muſt ĩaſiſt, that 
the continuance of war is a deſperate profi- 
gacy in the miniſters; and a ruinous infatua- 
tion in the people; and that all incentive to 
the prolongation of this monſtrous work of 
deſolation, calamity, and blood, is BOLD 1M= 
PIETY. In+ſhort, the circumſtances of the 
time moſt imperioully demand the interfe- 
rence of THAT MAN, who, for diffuſive po- 
litical wiſdom, gentleneſs of nature, and ge- 


nuine philanthropy, unalloyed by a ſingle 
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particle of bitterneſs, animoſity, or reſent- 


ment, has not, and, perhaps, never had, a ſu- 


perior among his ſpecies: A MAN, as prefer- 


able to your vital Chriſtianity politicians, as | 


ſolid actions to empty ſounds, as the ſub- 
ſtance of Virtue to her ſhadow. © Conſider 
of it, take advice, and ſpeak your minds.“ 
My ſentiments are before you. 


Inde etenim nobis, nec fas aliunde, redibunt 
Vitales fortaſſe animæ, lucisque prioris 


Uſura, &TERNAS NE DEVOLYAMUR AD UMBRAS. 


Hackney, | 
January 3oth, 1798. 
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